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the shark but in vain. He, therefore, announced that he
would give his daughter in marriage to any person who
would catch the shark.

Lord Somasundareswara appeared in the guis^
of a young fisherman before the -king of fishermen who
was struck with the personality and bearing of the young
new comer. To the king's enquiry, He replied that He was
a fisherman from Madurai and that f^e could net any big
fish or shark. The king apprised Him of the prize offered
for netting the shark infesting the area. The newcomer
went to the sea and in no time netted the shark. The king
and all his men were astonished at the feat He happ1^
gave the newcomer his daughter in marriage and
celebrated the wedding immediately. The bride ari^
bridegroom immediately appeared as Siva and ParvaHW
on their Vrishaba Mount and the shark also appeared asr
Nandhikeswara. The king of the fishermen prayed unto
the God extolling Him for the great kindness shown to a
very ordinary and illiterate man like him. The Lord told
him that as he had been yearning to get a child for long,
He was pleased to send Parvathi as his daughter and in
due course He came to wed her. The Lord also bles^se^
the king to have all prosperity and at the end of his life to
become a denizen of Sivaloka. The Lord, Parvathi and
Nandhikeswara then entered the Uttarakosamangaf
Kshetra in Ramanathapuram District. Then the Lord
instructed Parvathi about the secret of the import of th^
Vedas and she eagerly and earnestly listened to t'h^i
discourse. The discourse was also heard by thousand
Siv^yogis and devotees. Then the Lord and Parv^i
entered the Madurai temple as Lord Somasundareswara
and Goddess Meenakshi.                           ^